Page 1 of 3

South Fork Trail - White Mountain WI derness

South Fork Trail (#19) generally follows the South Fork Rio
Bonito. The trail crosses the stream nunmerous tines but split
| ogs, strategically placed rocks and | ow-water |evels conbine
to make the crossings easy.

Just past the first crossing. the trail passes the ruins of
some old buildings. This site was honesteaded originally back
in the late 1800s. Notice the remains of an old steel-wapped
wooden pipeline along the trail in this area. The pipeline
transferred high-quality water to Carrizozo to be used in
steam | oconoti ves. The |ine was taken out of service upon
conpl etion of Bonito Dam

Entering the Wiite Mountain WI dernessJust past the second
stream crossing, the remains of a diversion structure, which
funnel ed water into the pipeline, can be seen beneath a bl uff
on the opposite bank.

A mle fromthe Trail head, the South Fork Trail intersects
with Bluefront Trail (#33). A 12 mle |loop is possible using
both the Bluefront Trail (#33) and the South Fork Trail (#19).
see this article for nore information.



http://www.trailsetc.com/wp-content/uploads/0.jpg
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A neadow al ong South fork trail.The South Fork Trail clinbs
gently up the canyon for another three mles and then becones
progressively steeper over the last two mles. The last mle
is particularly brutal as the trail energes at the base of a
| ar ge nmeadow and then begins sw tch-backing up the slope to

t he second intersection with Bluefront Trail (#33). This
intersection is marked with a sign.

Canpi ng

Canping locations are periodically available along the | ower 4
mles of the South Fork Trail. The higher you hike, the |ess
| evel ground you will find.

Water is plentiful in the stream except for the uppernost mle
of the trail. The only water source on top is at the upper end
of the trail where it intersects with Bluefront and Crest
Trails. Follow Crest Trail (#25) 200 yards to the northwest
toward Elk Point, and you will find a poly tube with good
water flowng slowy out of it.
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Fallen tinmber blocks the trail at about 4 mles.Trail
Condi tions as of May 2009

At about the four mle point the trail is pretty bad shape
because of flooding from previous years (possibly 2008). There
are many |l arge trees blocking the trail which will force you
to do sone bushwhacking ? and this is all at the steepest,

nost brutal point of the hike. It is not inpassable, but is
difficult, especially with overni ght gear.

More I nformation

There is a great article by John Hughes (Elite Qutfitters) on
Rui doso. net. John's article is largely the source for the
information on this page. Read the full article for nore
information on this wonderful hike. Al so see the WKkipedia
page for the Sierra Blanca nountains for further info and
links.

See al so:

http://ww.sangres. coml newnexi co/ wi | der ness/ whi t enpu
ntain. htm
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