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Fort Stanton Cave

Wth eleven mles of mapped passages in its main section, the
cave is open for recreational caving under permt from Apri
15 to Novenber 1. The cave is widely knowmn for its rare

vel vet formations, and there are also interesting helictites,
aragonite, selenite needles, and various forns of gypsum
During the winter nonths the cave is closed to protect

hi bernati ng bats. The cave is gated to protect other unique
resources and to prevent unsupervised visitation.

You may visit this undevel oped "wi | d" cave by obtaining a
permt fromthe BLM Roswel|l Field Ofice. You nmust provide
your own cavi ng equi pnment and observe the rul es of conduct
within the cave. Downl oad a cave permt application, or it can
be obtained fromthe Roswell Field Ofice.

| mages

» switch to thunbnails

The Flash Pl ayer and a browser with Javascri pt support are
needed. .

Canpi ng

Fort Stanton is open to overnight canping with a 14-day
maxi mum | ength of stay. There are two small formal canping
areas: The equestrian trailhead on NM 220 and a snal |
canpground at the Fort Stanton Cave entrance.

* Equestrian trail head.

G oups and individuals can canp in the parking

lot. A Vault toilet and facilities for equine stock
are present. Picketing your horses is preferable to
using corrals or panels as it is |ess damging to
the site.

« Cave entrance.

Several tables and fire rings are |ocated here, as
well as a vault toilet. The access road is rough and


http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/nm/programs/recreation/rec_docs.Par.35039.File.dat/Cave_Application.pdf
http://www.trailsetc.com/nggallery/post/fort-stanton-cave/images
http://www.macromedia.com/go/getflashplayer
http://www.mozilla.com/firefox/
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not suitable to many vehicles. This canpground
primarily serves those who have been issued a permt
to enter the cave.

Roads

There are 20 m |l es of designated roads within the NCA
Vehicles are limted to designated routes which will be marked
with signs stating open or closed.

Location / Access

From Capitan, NM drive on US 380 east 4.25 mles to NM 220.
From Lincoln, NM drive west 7.7 mles to NM 220. Drive south
one mle to the equestrian trail head. The historic Fort
Stanton is approxinmately one mle further on NM 220. BLMis

i nvestigating the opportunity to provide visitor services

i nformati on about the NCA at Lincoln, Capitan, Ruidoso, and at
the historic Fort Stanton.

More Info: Check out the BLM web page for nore detail ed info.



http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/recreation/roswell/fort_stanton_nca.html#fort_stanton_cave

